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The Reaction 54 in its element, coming in for another smooth 
landing on the 400-foot runway at Bruce’s local field in Medford. 
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About the Robart Retracts 
Despite the early delays, I’m very happy I waited for the Mighty Minis to become available.  They have proven their 
durability and value.  As of this writing, Robart is still waiting for the wire struts, but everything else should be ready to go 
when the R54 kit becomes available.  The first few R54 kits may have to be shipped without the struts, but they will be 
mailed at no extra cost within a month.  Oh, and let me know if you need an air pump – I can provide those too. 
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About the Kavan Brake 
This has been detailed in earlier updates, so a summary should suffice.  The R54 lands so slow that a brake is not really 
required, but AMA turbine regulations require some sort of braking device.  The Kavan unit is inexpensive, especially 
compared to a pneumatic system.  It mounts on the nose wheel, so it also provides a chunk of nose weight, which is needed 
anyway.  It is activated by a microswitch that is contacted by the elevator servo arm at full down elevator.  In my mind, this 
is the ideal brake system for the R54.  Unfortunately, the Kavan brake (the brake alone retails $55.99) is hard to come by.  
I have a few in stock, and twenty more on backorder (due in a couple of weeks).  Again, early R54 kits may have to go out 
without the brake, which will be mailed later. 
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About the Replacement Wheels 
A low-speed model like the R54 does not need special, high-priced “jet” wheels and tires. These sport R/C wheels handle 
rough terrain with no problem and the tires have never rolled off the rim even after some bad landings with high side loads.  
I did replace mine after about sixty landings on pavement.  Considering the price, I can live with that! 
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About the Fuel System Package 
This is a low-cost package that brings together everything you need (except the UAT) to finish off your fuel system.  As 
discussed in Update #3, the UAT must be purchased directly from Bob Violett Models.  The red anodized SWB cap is a 
high-tech replacement for the nylon cap that comes with the Du-Bro fuel tank.  The Fuel-It receptacle and plug are 
provided because I have found that kerosene loves to dribble from the vent line at the worst times, like in your vehicle! 
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About the Handibond Package 
This package of cyanoacrylate adhesives (CA) is tailored directly to the R54 kit.  Use one bottle of thin for general 
construction and save the other for the easy hinges.  The long glue tip is included to use when applying the leading edge 
sheeting using a process that is fully described in the R54 instruction book.  In addition to the CA, I recommend purchasing 
some aliphatic resin (yellow glue like Tite-Bond or Elmers wood glue) and some slow-dry (3 hr.) epoxy.  The instruction 
book often specifies certain glues for certain steps. 
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