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Greetings All,

The word is spreading!  The SFK has received a bit of press lately in the form of product releases, write-ups, and photos.  Look for Dick Pettit's review of the kit for R/C Report later this year.  I've got quite a hodge-podge of info for you this time, so let's get right to it...
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The first customer-built SFK has flown and is already winning awards.  Dr. Rick Arrowood of Troy, OH worked like a madman to finish his SFK for the Toledo show last month, but he'll probably tell you it was worth it.  He walked away with second place in Sport Monoplane and Third Place in the Monokote division.  That's two trophies, two free radio systems, and lots of bragging rights!  Rick built his model to haul an R/C parachutist, and his colorful SFK was finished in a lighthearted "Jumpers 'R' Us" theme.  The model was unflown at that time, but Rick has since had it up for at least six successful flights.  He reports that the DA-100 is WAY too much power for normal sport flying, which doesn't surprise me a bit.  The extra power sure makes for spectacular takeoffs and will come in handy for hauling the 4-1/2 pound jumper to altitude.  Rick's flying buddy John is building an SFK and is planning to haul three jumpers.  Rick has also been invited to fly his SFK during the opening ceremonies at the huge Joe Nall event this month.  Congratulations Rick; fantastic effort!

While at the Toledo show, I was poking around the Robart booth and came across an item that might be of interest to some of you.  They now make a Fowler Flap Hinge that I think could be adapted to the SFK with a little ingenuity.  The SFK's simple flaps work great just as designed, but Fowler flaps are more aerodynamically efficient because they slide rearward as they deflect, actually increasing wing area.  Wish I had the time to try them myself, but I'll have to leave it to you creative types who like to tinker and experiment.  Check them out at   http://www.robart.com/     Click on Hinges.

I came across a good book that might be helpful to some of you who are new to gas engines and giant planes.  Interestingly, it's titled "Gas Engines and Giant Planes", written by Don and Judy Apostolico of Don's Hobby Shop in Salina, KS.  They strive to answer the common questions that they hear almost daily from modelers getting into this end of the hobby.  The book covers servo sizes, hinging, batteries, voltage regulators, dual receivers, smoke systems, battery backups, ignition systems, kill switches, carburetion, spark plugs, and much, much more.  I agree with all the good advice it contains and consider it well worth the $12.95.  Here's a link:

http://www.donshobbyshop.com/    Click on Gemstone Books.

Last, a small construction note.  I forgot to mention this in the instructions, and it may not even be totally necessary.  On my prototype, I wanted to be certain the landing gear mount was firmly attached to the airframe, for obvious reasons.  In addition to gluing it with epoxy, I installed two flat-head wood screws, one on each side.  The screws go up through the mount and into the big triangular plywood braces.  Use #8 or #10 wood screws, about 1-1/2" long, and countersink the heads into the mount so they don't interfere with the landing gear.
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